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Title: Pharmacy on the Maritime Silk Road: A Historical Analysis

This presentation examines the cultural, medico-scientific, and commercial interactions that shaped
Western pharmacy in mainland China and Hong Kong, situating these developments within the longue
durée of the Maritime Silk Road. Focusing on the materials, techniques, and processes of drug
formulation and mass manufacture, it traces the evolution of pharmacy from small-scale practice to a
global commercial enterprise. Through case studies of materia medica and so-called dangerous drugs—
including opium, morphine, and fentanyl—the study reconstructs the entangled histories of the
movement, circulation, and translation of pharmaceutical knowledge and commodities, linking early
maritime exchange networks to the contemporary global pharmaceutical industry. Rather than framing
Western pharmacy as a unilateral transfer, the analysis highlights the critical role of Traditional Chinese
Medicine and Pharmacy epistemologies and practices, demonstrating how their interaction with
Western scientific frameworks produced distinctive pharmaceutical forms and industries. Hong Kong
serves as a pivotal case study for understanding these hybrid developments within modern China,
spanning the transition from the colonial era to the present-day Special Administrative Region.

Introduction of Speaker

Patrick Chiu is a distinguished pharmacy practitioner, writer, and pharmaceutical historian with extensive
experience spanning community, hospital, and industrial settings across Canada, China, Hong Kong SAR,
Singapore, and the United Kingdom. Since 2000, he has conducted independent research into the history of exotic

materia medica, with a particular focus on the ancient Silk Roads.

Currently, Patrick serves as the editor-in-chief for two major forthcoming publications: the Handbook of the
History of Pharmacy in Asia, endorsed by the Federation of Asian Pharmaceutical Associations (FAPA) and
scheduled for launch at the FAPA Biannual Conference in Bangkok in November 2026; and the Handbook of the
Chinese History of Pharmacy, endorsed by Peking University and Shanghai University, set to launch in Q1 2026.
He holds a BSc and an MBA, and is a Life Member of the International Academy of History of Pharmacy, Fellow
of the Royal Pharmaceutical Society (FRPharmS), the and the Royal Historical Society (FRHS) and Fellow of
College of Pharmacy of Hong Kong.



